
 

Savio Salesian College Subject Year 10 Curriculum Knowledge Map 
 
Knowledge  
 
Year 10 geography 
 
Across your study you will explore Physical, Human and Environmental 
Geography. You will gain an understanding of why countries are at different 
levels of development and the impact that this has on the populations and 
environments of those countries. You will understand the physical and human 
factors that cause and contribute to natural disasters and the importance of 
natural resources, ecosystems and economic links around the world. 
 
Lessons will provide a wide range of opportunities for group work, role play, 
independent research and will encourage you to challenge yourself to suggest 
solutions to problems faced around the world.  
 
Geography is both creative and problem solving and your Geography 
classroom will be brimming with opportunities to explore the world through 
images, film clips, stories of personal experiences and of course, maps! 
 
You will engage with questions such as ‘Does aid help or hinder the 
development of lower income countries?’ Why do people live in dangerous 
places? How can we be more environmentally friendly? Why are global 
businesses important? How can the quality of life of the poorest people in the 
world be improved?  
 
You will have the chance to ask questions about what is changing in the UK 
and about your local environment, to study it more closely by collecting data 
and analysing it to find out what it tells you.  
 
 

Skills 
What skills will the study of Geography teach you? You are a citizen in this world and you need to know 
how to analyse a variety of sources of information, to be able to use data to identify key patterns. It will 
teach you to… 
 
• interpret maps, diagrams, photographs and satellite images 
• see patterns in our everyday lives and in the environments around us 
• use Geographical Information Systems to explain geographic information 
• collect primary data through fieldwork and about what secondary data is relevant and reliable 
• present data using a wide variety of maps, graphs and diagrams 
• understand how modelling can help us predict changes 
• develop detailed written arguments that incorporate evidence 
• solve problems 
• use a variety of maths skills  to help interpret geographical information and explain events and patterns 
• recognise the strengths and weaknesses of data 
• evaluate the usefulness of information 
• assess the effectiveness of different data collection methods and data presentation techniques 
• write strong arguments and use evidence to convince others of your viewpoint 
 

Cross Curricular and Curriculum Enrichment Opportunities 
 
Study of any subject in our curriculum takes full advantage of links with other subject areas- we term 
these as interdisciplinary links and we make the most of them because we know that deep learning 
requires the transference of knowledge and skills from one topic of learning to another. Once you can 
transfer your learning across topics and subject areas then you are really mastering what you know and 
how to apply your understanding and skills. 
 
Geography touches on so many other subjects such as science, where there are lots of overlaps with 
topics like ecosystems, tectonics and climate change. Our links with maths include the use of graphical 
and statistical skills to analyse and interpret data so we can see patterns that we can explain. Geography 
shares the use and interpretation of texts and the development of written skills with English, and with 
History, the use of sources and the interrogation of them to consider whether they are reliable and how 
best to use them to back up our arguments. Geography is the perfect subject to link together the ‘arts’ 
with the sciences. You will learn methods of thinking and research that are widely applicable to other 
subject areas which will help to develop your thinking in all subjects. 
 
 
Across the teaching of subjects, teachers will make reference to your learning in other areas such as 

The Bigger Picture… 
 
Geography is the study of Earth’s landscapes, peoples, places and 
environments. It is about the world in which we live and its study will make 
you question how and why the world is changing, globally and locally but also, 
how human actions can complicate and exacerbate natural changes and 
events.  
 



 
 
Our Key stage 4 curriculum will encourage you to think about the vast number 
of physical and human connections that exist within our world and about the 
pressures that the world’s natural environments face. You will have the 
exciting opportunity to understand the natural processes that affect millions 
of people every year like volcanic eruptions, earthquakes and tsunamis, how 
climate change is affecting populations and how population change is itself 
affecting different countries.  
 
During your study, you will explore a wide range of topics from across the 
globe which will enable you to develop a wide range of skills that you will use 
to interpret the world around you and understand how we can make changes 
that will have implications on a variety of scales, from your local area to the 
whole world! Your study of Geography will encourage you to think deeply and 
help you more effectively make links to other subjects like Science and Maths, 
great life skills that all universities and employers will appreciate. 
 
What will you know and understand from your study of Geography? 
 

 The basic physical systems that affect everyday life e.g. out weather 
and climate, plate tectonics, water and nutrient cycles, wind and 
atmospheric currents 

 You will learn the location of places and the physical and cultural 
characteristics of different places 

 You will improve your understanding of why our world is so 
interconnected and how technology is changing the geography of the 
planet 

 We will understand the geography of the past and how geography 
has played important roles in the way people develop their ideas to 
understand places and environments 

 You will develop a detailed knowledge and understanding of a wide 
range and scale of places including your local area, your country and 
the world so that you can understand the where places are, why 
events happen and what impact the location of these events might 
have 

 You will be able to explain how the processes of human (e.g. 
urbanisation) and physical systems (e.g. weather and climate) have 
organised and sometimes changed the surface of the Earth 

 You will understand and recognise the spatial organisation of 
population globally and in the UK 
 

Geography and this will help you to develop your understanding. There are even opportunities to apply 
this learning in Y7 and 8 when interdisciplinary study days are organised to deepen your understanding 
across the curriculum when our geography and science departments work together to explore 
ecosystems or natural hazards. 
 
 



 
 You will use your understanding of spatial distributions at all scales — 

local and worldwide — in order to understand the complex 
connectivity of people and places 
 

 You will learn to evaluate sensible evidence driven judgements about 
how people and the environment interact 
 

 You will be able to apply your knowledge in order to suggest wise 
management decisions about how the planet’s resources should be 
used. 
 

 You will gain a better understanding of global interdependence and 
to become a better global citizen. 

 
 

Year 1 (Year 10) - 38 
weeks (76 hours) 
Content (33 weeks) + 
Fieldwork (4 weeks) + 
Revision (1 week) 

Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 
 

Spring 1 
 

Spring 2 
 

Summer 1 
 

Summer 2 
 

Knowledge and 
Knowledge 
Extension 
 
 

The challenge of natural 
hazards 
 
2 – Weather hazards 
 
Global atmospheric 
circulation helps 
determine patterns of 
weather and climate. 
 
Tropical storms 
(hurricanes, cyclones, 
typhoons) develop 
as a result of particular 
physical conditions. 
 
Tropical storms have 
Significant effects on 
people and the 
environment. (Hurricane 
Katrina case study) to 
show its effects and 

The challenge of natural 
hazards- continued 
 
2 – Weather hazards 
 
Global atmospheric 
circulation helps 
determine patterns of 
weather and climate. 
 
Tropical storms 
(hurricanes, cyclones, 
typhoons) develop 
as a result of particular 
physical conditions. 
 
Tropical storms have 
significant effects on 
people and the 
environment. (Hurricane 
Katrina case study) to 
show its effects and 

Urban issues and 
challenges  
(9 weeks in total ) 
 
Challenges in the human 
environment is about 
human processes and 
systems, how they 
change both spatially and 
temporally. They are 
studied in a range of 
places, at a variety of 
scales and include places 
in various states of 
development. It is split 
into three sections.  
 
1 – The urban world  
 
A growing percentage of 
the world’s population 
lives in urban areas. 

Urban issues and 
challenges  
 
Overview of the 
distribution of 
population and the 
major cities in the 
UK. 
A case study of a major 
city in the UK (Liverpool) 
to illustrate its 
importance in the UK 
and the wider world. 
How urban change has 
created both challenges 
and opportunities and 
how an urban 
regeneration project. 
 
3 - Urban sustainability 
requires management of 
resources and transport. 

The living world  
(10 weeks in total) 
 
Living with the physical 
environment is about 
physical processes and 
systems, how they 
change, and how people 
interact with them at a 
range of scales and in a 
range of places. It is split 
into three sections. 
 
1 – Ecosystems 
 
Ecosystems exist at a 
range of scales and 
involve the interaction 
between biotic 
and abiotic components. 
 
An example of a small 

Revision  
(4 weeks in total)  
 
Revision sessions will 
focus on the topics 
taught in year 10, 
separate booklets with 
exam style questions will 
be distributed to all 
pupils so they can be 
assessed.  



 
responses. 
 
The UK is affected by a 
number of weather 
hazards. 
 
Extreme weather events 
in the UK have impacts 
on human activity. 
(Somerset levels case 
study) an example of a 
recent extreme weather 
event in the UK. 
 
3 – Climate change 
 
Climate change is the 
result of natural and 
human factors, and has a 
range of effects. 
 
Managing climate change 
involves both mitigation 
(reducing causes) and 
Adaptation (responding 
to change). 
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Urban growth creates 
opportunities and 
challenges for cities in 
LICs and NEEs. 
 
A case study of a major 
city in an NEE (Rio/Brazil) 
to illustrate its 
importance regionally, 
nationally and 
internationally, the 
opportunities and 
challenges of urban 
growth and how urban 
planning is improving the 
quality of life of the poor.  
 
2 - Urban change in cities 
in the UK leads to a 
variety of social, 
economic and 
environmental 
opportunities and 
challenges. 

Features of sustainable 
urban living: Freiburg  
 
water and energy 
conservation 
 
waste recycling 
 
creating green space. 

 
How urban transport 
strategies are used to 
reduce traffic 
congestion. 
 
 
Fieldwork 
(4 weeks in total)  
 
Students need to 
undertake two 
geographical enquiries.  
 
Human fieldwork title - 
The regeneration of the 
Liverpool One area has 
been a success? 
 
Physical fieldwork title – 
Vegetation coverage 
increases inland from 
the sea at Formby? 
 

scale UK ecosystem to 
illustrate the concept 
of interrelationships 
within a natural system. 
 
2 - Tropical rainforest 
ecosystems have a range 
of distinctive 
characteristics. 
 
Deforestation has 
economic and 
environmental impacts. 
(Case study of the 
Amazon rainforest). 
 
Tropical rainforests need 
to be managed to be 
sustainable. 
 
3 – Hot deserts 
 
Hot desert ecosystems 
have a range of 
distinctive 
characteristics. 
 
Development of hot 
desert environments 
creates opportunities 
and challenges. 
(Case study of the Thar 
desert India). 

Building on 
 
 
 
 

To be a good geographer, 
you need to develop the 
skills you were taught at 
key stage 3 so they 
become common 
practice. In this section 
you will build the 
following skills: 
 
. using different graphical  
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In this section you will 
need to build upon and 
develop a number of 
relevant and complex 
geographical skills, such 
as: 
 
.  using and interpreting 
  numerical data.  
. Finding evidence in  

In this section you will 
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In this section you will 
need to build upon and 
develop a number of 
relevant and complex 
geographical skills, such 
as: 
 
. drawing and labelling 
  maps and diagrams 
. Drawing climate graphs 

Exam technique: 
 
Ensuring students know 
how respond to different 
command words. 
 
The use of structure 
strips at key stage 3 
should allow pupils to 
feel confident when 



 
  techniques to present 
  information 
. carrying out personal  
  research 
. drawing and annotating  
  diagrams and sketches 
. describing and  
  interpreting information  
  from maps and graphs 
. finding evidence from  
  photographs 
. using OS maps 
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  Photographs 
. Describing population  
  trends from various 
  types of graphs 
.using a variety of graphic  
  techniques to present 
  data 
 
Literacy skills – 
describing information in 
photographs and 
preparing a presentation. 

  Photographs 
. Describing population  
  trends from various 
  types of graphs 
.using a variety of graphic  
  techniques to present 
  data 
 
Literacy skills – 
describing information in 
photographs and 
preparing a presentation.   
 

. describing patterns  
  from maps and data 
. Using and interpreting  
  numerical data 
. carrying out  
  independent research  
 

attempting a variety of 
questions with different 
command words.  
 

Assessment 
 
 
 
 

Extended writing 
questions: 
 
 
Two summative 9 mark 
plus spag questions using 
AQA GCSE sample papers 
and marked using the 
AQA mark scheme. 
 
Both questions will be 
taken from the most 
recent sample papers. 

Extended writing 
questions: 
 
 
Two summative 9 mark 
plus spag questions using 
AQA GCSE sample papers 
and marked using the 
AQA mark scheme. 
 
Both questions will be 
taken from the most 
recent sample papers. 

Extended writing 
questions: 
 
 
Two summative 9 mark 
questions using AQA 
GCSE sample papers and 
marked using the AQA 
mark scheme. 

Fieldwork written exam:  
 
Written exam: 1 hour 
15 minutes 
76 marks (including 
6 marks for SPaG) 
30 % of GCSE 
Pre-release resources 
booklet on a past theme 
 
marks for spelling, 
punctuation, grammar 
and specialist 
terminology 
(SPaG)) 
 
Question types:  
 
Multiple choice, 
short answer, 
levels of response, 
extended prose 
 

Extended writing 
questions: 
 
 
Two summative 6 and 9 
mark questions using 
AQA GCSE sample papers 
and marked using the 
AQA mark scheme. 

Mock assessment: 
 
Written exam: 1 hour 30 
minutes  
88 marks (including 
3 marks for spelling, 
punctuation, grammar 
and specialist 
terminology 
(SPaG)) 
 

 


