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Knowledge  
 Studying theatre performer skills and conventions in line with NC links for vocal 
interpretation and movement to develop communication on stage.  

 Studying characterisation and improvisation skills and the effects in line with NC. 

 Stimulus and devising work with improvisation interpretation. Plot development. 
NC link. 
 Styles of theatre and meaning. Link to NC with alternative styles and meaning.  

 Link to NC with alternative styles and meaning, as well as script work to generate 
language use and meaning. 

 Writing structure and analysis skills in both verbal and written work. 
 Pupils will be looking at defining skills in rehearsal and performance during every 
lesson which forms the main aspects of the NC for Drama within English.  

 Pupils will build knowledge of design in theatre as they look in detail at stage 
configurations, roles in theatre, areas of a stage and technical theatre aspects. This 
directly links with the NC section within English that expects knowledge of technical 
theatre to be included. As well as accessing live theatre. 

 Live theatre knowledge and theatre visits. 

Skills 
In Year10 Drama pupils will be learning new skills and techniques of theatre and performance, as well as 
developing and building on their skills learnt from the last year. They will be recapping on previous skills 
learnt in year 9 to embed and enhance the use and knowledge of these prior skills. Character 
development through movement and vocal skills, linked to both a stimulus performance work and 
themed contexts as well as scripted work, will also be developed through role play, rehearsal and 
improvisation activities. Pupils will be building their knowledge of analysis of live theatres, building up on 
Year 9 knowledge of stage areas, configurations and job roles. Using the key exam text of Blood Brothers, 
they will learn to consider performance skills for roles within with reasoning and justification.  Devising 
exam unit will begin. 

Cross Curricular and Curriculum Enrichment Opportunities: STEM 
Literacy: evaluation and analysis. Script reading, ROW, resources linked to writing and 
reading, structure and PEE.  
Speaking and listening: evaluation, analysing, critique, feedback and self and peer 
assessment.  Resources linked to speaking and listening. 
Numeracy: proxemic distances, stage areas, blocking and positioning. Shapes and form 
building.   
Links with History/PSHE/English. 
Link with Art in design unit. 
 

The Bigger Picture… 

 Build on work done and prior skills learnt in Y9, develop skills in theatre and 
performance styles to support development at KS4 Year 11. 
 Role play and skills and techniques building as per the National Curriculum Drama 
section of English.   
 In Year 10 the curriculum here works to give pupils more in depth knowledge of 
skills and technique in theatre. Not only performance skills but also technical 
knowledge and some technical skills as one unit has a focus on design and the more 
technical side of theatre.  
 Pupils will polish and hone their performer skills they have been using and also be 
introduced to more challenging methods of theatre.  
 Studying of a key text for exam purposes and building understanding of how to 
structure answers t key questions.  
 The experience and evaluation and analysis of live theatre inside and outside the 
classroom will continue to build the cultural capital offered to the pupils and support 
their ability to answer questions linked to performer skills and staging. 
 1st half term  

 
2nd half term  
 

3rd half term  4th half term  5th half term  6th half term  



Knowledge and 
Knowledge 
Extension 
 
 

Component 1-
Understanding Drama 
AO3: Demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding of how 
drama and theatre is 
developed and performed. 
 
Students will be getting to 
know the GCSE group to 
create positive working 
relationships and the right 
climate for practical 
exploration. They will be 
given an overview of the 
GCSE course and its 
requirements. They will 
develop teamwork, 
communication and 
collaboration skills 
working in groups of 
varying sizes. They will 
understand the 
expectations within drama 
at GCSE level.  

Component 1-
Understanding Drama 
AO3: Demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding of how 
drama and theatre is 
developed and performed. 
 
Students will study and 
explore practically the play 
‘Blood Brothers’. They will 
develop their knowledge 
and understanding of the 
characteristics and context 
of the whole play, 
exploring ideas for how 
the play may be 
interpreted practically. 
They will study the 
characteristics of 
performance text(s) and 
dramatic work(s), such as 
character motivation and 
interaction. 

Component 1-
Understanding Drama 
Styles – Artaud and 
Theatre in Education 
AO1: Create and develop 
ideas to communicate 
meaning for theatrical 
performance. 
AO2: Apply theatrical skills 
to realise artistic 
intentions in live 
performance. 
AO3: Demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding of how 
drama and theatre is 
developed and performed. 
 
They will develop their 
knowledge and 
understanding of the 
characteristics of each 
practitioner and context of 
the methods used. They 
will study the 
characteristics of 
practitioner and their 
methods and how 
meaning is interpreted 
and communicated. 

Component 1- 
Understanding Drama Live 
theatre production 
AO1: Create and develop 
ideas to communicate 
meaning for theatrical 
performance. 
AO2: Apply theatrical skills 
to realise artistic 
intentions in live 
performance. 
AO3: Demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding of how 
drama and theatre is 
developed and performed. 
 
Pupils will learn the 
different types of 
performance and 
production elements for 
drama and theatre.  
They will develop an 
understanding of how the 
play: 
-has been interpreted in 
the production seen and 
what messages the 
company might be trying 
to communicate 
-the skills demonstrated 
by the performers and 
how successfully meaning 
was communicated to the 
audience by the 
performers 
-the design skills 
demonstrated in the 
production and how 
successfully meaning was 
communicated to the 
audience through design. 

Component 2- 
Devising Drama 
AO1: Create and develop 
ideas to communicate 
meaning for theatrical 
performance. 
AO2: Apply theatrical skills 
to realise artistic 
intentions in live 
performance. 
AO4: Analyse and evaluate 
their own work and the 
work of others.  
 
During this unit students 
must learn how to create 
and develop ideas to 
communicate meaning in a 
devised theatrical 
performance and must 
draw on and demonstrate 
a practical understanding 
of the subject content 
studied in the previous 
term. 

Component 2- 
Devising Drama 
AO1: Create and develop 
ideas to communicate 
meaning for theatrical 
performance. 
AO2: Apply theatrical skills 
to realise artistic 
intentions in live 
performance. 
AO4: Analyse and evaluate 
their own work and the 
work of others. 
 
During this unit students 
must learn how to create 
and develop ideas to 
communicate meaning in a 
devised theatrical 
performance and must 
draw on and demonstrate 
a practical understanding 
of the subject content 
studied in the previous 
term. 

Building on 
 
 
 

Students will learn correct 
drama and theatre 
terminology and how to 
use it appropriately. 
Students will develop an 

Students will develop and 
understanding of the 
social, cultural and 
historical context in which 
the performance texts 

Students will continue 
their exploration and 
learning on different 
performance styles and 
practitioners. They will 

Pupils will be taken to see 
a piece of Live theatre in 
order to create a written 
evaluation of the piece. 
 

Each student must choose 
to be assessed as a 
performer or performance 
support (i.e. lighting). For 
assessment, students must 

Each student must choose 
to be assessed as a 
performer or performance 
support (i.e. lighting). For 
assessment, students must 



 understanding of the 
implications of stage 
configurations on the use 
of the performance space. 
They will develop an 
understanding of the roles 
and responsibilities of 
theatre makers in 
contemporary professional 
practice the activities each 
may undertake on a day-
to-day basis the aspect(s) 
of the 
rehearsal/performance 
process each is 
accountable for (their 
contribution to the whole 
production being a 
success). 
Pupils will look at key 
questions from the written 
examination linked to 
voice and movement and 
how to structure answers 
to the question using key 
terminology. 

studied are set and the 
theatrical conventions of 
the period in which the 
performance texts studied 
were created. How 
meaning is interpreted and 
communicated.  
 
Reading of the text and 
analysis of it will take 
place during lesson times 
with the teacher.  
 
Pupils will partake in 
practical exploration of the 
text and the themes 
through workshop 
activities. Pupils will look 
at key questions from the 
written examination linked 
to voice and movement of 
the characters within the 
text. 

create devised work based 
on each different 
practitioner style using 
their specific methods of 
acting.  
 
Pupils will be introduced 
to the Theatre in 
Education style. This is a 
good example of a style 
that can be used to 
explore and even inform 
their final Devising piece 
as this component calls for 
the use of specific 
practitioners to inform the 
work and specific styles of 
theatre. Artaud’s Theatre 
of Cruelty and Brecht’s 
Epic theatre will also be 
explored. 

Pupils will also watch live 
theatre examples in class 
to evaluate at a more 
productive pace before 
going to see and evaluate 
an actual live piece.  
Pupils will be given writing 
frames and exemplar piece 
of work to help their own 
writing.  

 

perform or create realised 
designs for a devised 
duologue or group piece. 
Students will develop their 
ability to: 

 carry out 
research 

 develop their 
own ideas 

 collaborate with 
others 

 rehearse, refine 
and amend their 
work in progress 

 analyse and 
evaluate their 
own process of 
creating devised 
drama. 

perform or create realised 
designs for a devised 
duologue or group piece. 
Students will develop their 
ability to: 

 carry out 
research 

 develop their 
own ideas 

 collaborate with 
others 

 rehearse, refine 
and amend their 
work in progress 

 analyse and 
evaluate their 
own process of 
creating devised 
drama. 

Assessment 
 
 
 
 

No formal assessment at 
this point. This term is 
based up terminology, 
teambuilding and key 
performer skills within 
improvisation and devising 
activities.    
Book work will show 
development of stage 
configuration knowledge 
and job roles in theatres. 

Class book work. Short 
quizzes, answers to key 
exam mock questions.  
 
Performance work-verbal 
and physical ability to 
interpret character voice 
and movement skills with 
reasoning.   

Peer. Self and teacher 
verbal feedback. 
Performance work based 
upon in class stylised 
performances.  

They will have one write 
up mock session and then 
sit a 1 hour in class mock 
assessment without any 
notes on their final write 
up. 

Pupils will have looked at 
the stimuli previously and 
will now start to develop 
their final pieces. There 
will be a mock exam and 
performance of this work 
next term. Pupils will have 
a full term for this. 
Logbooks must be kept up 
to date and pupils will be 
given a computer logbook 
layout for their area to 
type up their work.  
Criteria will be shared with 
the pupils for all aspects of 
this component. 

Mock performance exam 
will take place and 
logbooks will be marked 
and used to inform mock 
grade at this stage. 
Feedback will support 
further development. 
Mock will take place 
during lesson time. 

 


